Cholethorax (bilious effusion in the thorax): an unusual complication of laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
Cholethorax or bilious effusion in the thorax, is a rare condition in which bile passes into the pleural space from the abdominal cavity, necessitating urgent treatment. In this article, we present a case of cholethorax as a complication of laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC). The patient underwent a LC due to the presence of a gallbladder polyp. The clip attached to the Hartman opened, and the abdominal cavity became contaminated with biliary fluid. Postoperatively, the patient experienced severe right upper quadrant pain and dyspnea. Both the posteroanterior (PA) chest radiography and thoracic computed tomography (CT) were remarkable for marked effusion in the right hemithorax. The patient underwent thoracentesis which resulted in the removal of 250 cc bilious pleural effusion. The bilirubin level of the pleural fluid was 9.1 mg/dL. Following thoracentesis, the patient experienced significant improvement in dyspnea and pain. The patient was discharged without any complications on the seventh day postoperatively. Cholethorax may occur as a result of diaphragmatic injuries secondary to a laparoscopic instrument and can be successfully treated by a thoracenftesis.